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Manufacturers plate
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Controls, instruments and
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Front seat, headrests

Sliding roof with
elevated vent position

Heating and ventilation
Automatic transmission
Break-in rules




8 Chassis numbers, keys

Before you start —
what you need to know

The identify of your car can be establis-
hed by comparing the registration docu-
ments with the manufacturers plate and
vehicle identifications numbers.

The model reference, chassis number and
other data are entered in the car's own
logbook or registration document, and on
the licensing or ownership certificate. It is
agood idea to compare these entries with
the references stamped on the vehicle, in
case a mistake has been made. The
reference data is utilized for all inquiries,
examination of records or replacement
claims. You should therefore be familiar
with the locations of the items concerned.

Vehicle identification number: In the en-
gine compartment, on the support plate of
the right hand wheel arch locking forward
and on a label affixed to the steering
column.

Manufacturers plate: at the driver’s door.

You have received four keys for your new
BMW. The two black coated and the
smallheaded chromed are masterkeys
and fit all locks. You should deposit the
small master key in a safe place so it can
he obtained if the master keys are lost.
The big-headed chromed key operates
the two front doors and the ignition switch
of your BMW. The doors are unlocked by
inserting the key and turning it forwards,
and locked by turning the key rearwards.

E218101US

With this key/lock combination it is possi-
ble to leave luggage locked in the luggage
compartment while the vehicle is in a
workshop or garage.

You also received a selfadhesive label,
bearing the key number. This key number
must be quoted, if your BMW-dealer
eventually has to provide a replacement
key.
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Locks, cpening and closing doors, luggage compartment 9

To open the doors from the outside, lift the
flap-type door handle.

To lock a door from the inside, press the
locking button down; to unlock and open
from the inside, pull up the handle be-
neath the armrest.

If the driver's door is already open, the
locking button cannot be pressed down,
in this way you cannot accidentally lock
yourself out of the car.

The passenger door is locked from the
inside by pushing down the locking but-
ton. This locking butten remains in the
locked poesition when the car door is shut
from the outside.

The black key is required to lock and
unlock the luggage compartment and
glove box.

Donot forget to lock the luggage compart-
ment after closing.

The luggage compartment lighting opera-
tes when the lid is raised.

E 21 80 O7 US




10 Controls and instruments

Controls and instruments
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13.
14.
15.

16

17,
18.

19

CONDOALN -~

Side window defrosting and demisting jet [left]
Adjustable side fresh air outlet [left]
Handbrake and brake fluid level telltale [red]

Fuel gauge with fuel level telltale lamp [yellow]
Brake pad wear warning light [red]

Turn indicator telltale [green]

Speedometer with milage- and trip odometer
Tachometer

Digital clock

Qil pressure telltale

Battery charge telltale

Headlight high beam telltale

Coolant temperature gauge

Center fresh air outlet

Switch for hazard warning flasher

Warning lights (FASTEN SEAT BELT / OXYGEN SENSOR)
Side window demisting and defrosting jet (right)
Adjustable side fresh air outlet (right)

20.
21,
22,
23.
24.
256.
26.
27,
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.

Operating switch for electrical adjustable outside mirror
Lever for turn indicator, low/high beam, head light flasher
Head light switch (2-stages) with instrument light control
Engine compartment release

Horn buttons

Switches for heated rear window

Fog light switch [optional]

Clock operating panel

Wiper-washer lever

Rotary switch for temperature control

Adjustable center fresh air outlet

Ashtray

Rotary control for heater blower

Cigarette lighter

Car radio [Optional]

Rotary control for air distribution

Slide control for ventilation

Glove box

Loudspeaker [with optional radio]
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12 Controls and switches

The ignition/starter switch on the right of
the steering column housing is combined
withthe steering lock. The key can only be
inserted in the "0" (off) position.

Turn the key clockwise to the "1" (acces-
sories) position: the steering lock will
disengage, but if necessary the steering
wheel should be turned slightly to free the
lock. The radio can then be operated.
Turning the key further to the "2” |-
(ignition) position switches on the igni-
tion. The red carge and oil pressure
warning lights will come on, and the fuel
and coolant temperature gauges will ope-
rate. In key position "C" the red BRAKE
warning light will light up also, even when
the handbrake is released. This serves for
checking the function of this light. Nor-
mally, the BRAKE light should extinguish
as soon as the engine is running. If the

light then remains on although the hand-
brake is released, see instructions in
"DRIVING HINTS, MINOR DEFECTS".

Key position "3" (start) operates the
starter. Release the key as soon as the
engine has fired; the key will return
automatically to position "2".

To lock the steering, turn key to the "0"
(off) position and remove. If necessary
turn the steering whell until the lock
engages. The ignition key can only be
removed in this position ("0 off).

A warning buzzer is actuated when the
ignition key is left in the lock and the
driver’s door is opened.

Headlight and parking light switch
(2-positions)
First position: parking lights
Second position: headlights

E 21 80 08

The intensity of the instrument panel,
ashtray and control lighting can be adju-
sted by turning the light switch knob in its
pulled-out position.

The highbeam lever and turn indicator
lever on the left of the steering column
can be finger-tip operated with the left
hand without releasing the steering
wheel. When the lever is set to High beam
(forward position) a blue telltale lamp on
the instrument panel is illuminated. To
flash the headlights, pull the lever toward
the steering wheel, If the ignition key is
turned to 1" or “0" while the headlight
switch is on, the headlights will be
switched off and only the parking lights
will remain illuminated.




To operate the right hand turn signals
move the turn signal upwards, to operate
the left hand turn signals move the lever
down. A regular ticking sound and illumi-
nation of the green telltale lamp in the
combination instrument indicates that the
flashing turn signals are operating cor-
rectly.

Theturn signals are automatically cancel-
led and the lever returned to its initial
position once the car has completed its
turn. If the turn was only slight it may be
necessary to cancel the lever manually.

If the turn signals are to be operated for a
short period only (e. g. changing lanes,
overtaking, moving off) press the turn
signal lever only slightly in the desired
direction without allowing it to engage. As
soon as it is released it will return to its
original position.

E 218012US

Controls and switches, windshield washer 13

The wiper and windshield washer lever
on the right has four positions.

Lever position 3

= fast wiper speed
Lever position 2

= normal wiper speed
Lever position 1

= intermittent action
Lever position O, fully down

= wipers switched off

The automatic windshield washer is ope-
rated by pulling the wiper and windshield
washer lever toward the steering wheel
rim.

The intermittent action position provides
single wiper movements at regular inter-
vals. This avoids having to switch the
wipers on and off frequently in light rain,
snow, etc. Select position 3 (fast) only in
heavy rain or snow. The washer reservoir,
of approx. 1,2 liters (1,3 US quarts, 2,1
Imp. pints) capacity, is located at the front
right of the engine compartment.

Warning: Do not operate the automatic
wipe-wash mechanism when the reser-
voir is empty. This could scratch the
windshield.

E 218014 US




14 Windshield washer, hood

A built-in spring mechanism makes it

The two windshield washer jets are The engine compartment lid opens for-
located beneath the windshield. wards, and is released by pulling a lever easy to open and raise the lid from the
f a water jet fails to strike the glass ?fﬁeloc\?;rme dashboard on the left side of outside after release

correctly (i:e. in the middle of the wiper
area) the nozzle can easily be adjusted
with a needle point.




Hood, trip odometer, combined instrument 15

To close the engine compartment lid,
move it down and press slightly to the rear
at the middle of the lid front section.

E217616US

The trip odometer in the speedometer
can be set to zero by pressing the reset
button.

In addition to the speedometer and revo-
lution counter, the instrument cluster in-
cludes the fuel gauge, the coolant ther-
mometer, digital clock and the telltale
lamps for:

1 Fuel level (yellow)
2 0il pressure (red)
3 Turn signals (green)
4 Brake fluid level

and handbrake (red)
5 Battery charge (red)
6 Headlight main beam (blue)
7 Brake pad wear (red)

warning light.

The tachometer indicates engine speed in
revolutions per minute,
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To check the function of the brake pad
wear warning light: the light comes on
when the starter is operated.

E21 80 20 US




16 Hazard warning flashers, fog lights, heated rear window

The hazard warning flashers are set in
action by the push button switch on the
right facia panel. They function whether or
not the ignition is switched on. The red
switch knob and the green telltale lamp
for the turn signals are illuminated at
regular intervals to show that the hazard
warning flashers are functioning correct-
ly. (see SAFETY)

When the headlights are on an indicator
light in the push-button illuminates the
switch.

E21 8117 US

To switch on the fog lamps (optional
equipment) pull the switch at the left side
in the instrument panel close to the
steering column,

For the heated rear window (14 ele-
ments) operate the lower push button on
the left facia panel (violet telltale light).

The 14 heating elements will defrost the
rear window and will also speed up the
evaporation of accumulated moisture
from dew, etc.

E218146 US



Horn buttons, electrical adjustable outside mirror 17

The electric twin-tone horns are sounded
by pressing any of the four buttons set
into the steering wheel spokes, or the
center button of the sports steering wheel
if installed. (Optional Equipment)

E21 80 228

The door mirror can be adjusted in a
vertical or horizontal plane by means of a
switch on the driver's door to suit his
seated position.

Switch moved forward

= mirror turns inwards
Switch moved back

= mirror turns outwards
Switch moved up

= mirror tilts upwards
Switch moved down

= mirror tilts downwards

E 21 80 22

When the switch is released it returns
automatically to its initial position, but the
mirror remains in the new setting (see
also "SAFETY").

The same switch is used to adjust the
mirror on the other door (dealer installed
accessory), by first moving the changeo-
ver switch.

E 2180 21




18 Coolant temperature gauge, fuel gauge fuel filler

When the ignition is switched on, the fuel
gauge in the combined instrument indica-
tes the level of fuel in the tank. If the
needle enters the red warning zone, and
the yellow telitale lamp lights up, you
should add fuel immediately although
enough for about 30 miles or 50 km still
remains in the tank, depending on the way
the vehicle is driven.

As soon as the yellow telltale lamp begins
to burn continuously, add fuel at once.

The coolant temperature gauge has two
colored zones:

Blue: engine too cold. Keep engine and
road speeds moderate.

E218027US

Red: engine overheated - stop engine
immediately and allow system to cool
down until temperature gauge indicator is
approx. in the middle of the scale.

CAUTION: DO NOT REMOVE THE FIL-
LER CAP ON HOT ENGINE -
DANGER OF SCALDING!

Warning: Allow the engine to cool (needle
of coolant temperature gauge in center of
white zone) before unscrewing the radia-
tor cap. To open, turn the cap a quarter-
turn counterclockwise to the first stop.
Allow time for excess pressure to escape,
then unscrew further and remove. To seal
the radiator screw on the cap as far as the
second stop.

Search for cause of overheating — see
also "MINOR DEFECTS"

E2180258S

Normal operating temperature is an indi-
cation between the two colored zones.
The needle may tend to approach the red
zone when the ambient temperature
and/or the engine load is very high.

The fuel filler cap is behind a flap on the
right-hand rear side panel of the body.

When refilling, the filler cap can be pro-
tected from getting dirty or lost by putting
itin a fixture on the filler flap. The filler flap
can then only be closed when the filler
neck is closed with the cap.

The fuel filler neck is equipped with a
check valve and a leaded fuel restrictor.
The check valve prevents the escaping of
fuel when refilling, The leaded fuel restric-
tor prevents the insertion of a fuel filler
nozzle designed fo leaded fuel.

E 217926 US




The picture shows the arrangement of the
rear light cluster:

1. Rear sid marker (red)
2. Turn indicators (yellow)
3. Rear light and
reflector (red)
4. Stop light (red)
5. Reversing (backup) (with)

light

When the main light switch is pulled out,
the luggage compartment will be indirect-
ly iluminated.

E217626US

Rear light, front seats 19

To adjust the front seats backwards or
forwards, pull up the lever under the front
of the seat near the tunnel and move the
seat to the desired position. Then release
the lever and ensure that the seat has
locked into position. See "SAFETY".

E21 79 28 US

The front seat backs can be adjusted to
any angle by pulling up the lever on the
outside of each seat back support. They
can be moved down by pressing lightly
against the spring pressure and will move
up automatically. When the lever is relea-
sed, the seat back will remain in the
desired position.

In addition, the seat backs are provided
with safety catches to prevent them from
folding forwards accidentally, The cat-
ches are released by pulling up the knobs
on the outer faces of the front seat backs.

The passenger's seat back is additionally
equipped with a second releasing knob on
the inner face.

E 217929 US




20 Headrests, gear box pattern, automatic transmission

Your BMW is equipped as standard with
automatic (inertia-lock) front seat belts,
with lap and diagonal straps.

Details of how to use the front seat belts
and also the automatic lap-and-diagonal
rear seat belts are given under the section
"SAFETY".

The height of the front headrests can be
adjusted after pressing in the release
button. See "SAFETY".

Manual transmission

The correct positions of the gear lever for
the various ratios of the manual gearbox
are shown in the gate pattern diagram.
All gears have synchromesh.

The fifth gear is an economy gear, reduc-
ing engine spead and noise level as
compared with fourth gear while main-
taining road speed, and may contribute
to fuel consumption reduction.

To engage reverse gear (only when the
car is standing still), press the gear lever,
over to the left and forward until slight
resistance is overcome.

The back-up light will come on when the
reverse gear is selected and the ignition is
switched on.

Note:

If you are not familiar with the 5-speed
gearbox be aware of the following: When
disengaging any gear, the gear lever
automatically slips back into neutral posi-
tion, between 3rd and 4th gears.

E21 81 34 US

Automatic transmission

The following selector lever positions are
available to suit various traffic conditions:

P-R-N-D-2-1
P = Park

Select only when the car is standing still.
The drive train is locked as an additional
precaution against rolling on a slope. To
select position P, press the locking catch
in below the lever handle. The engine can
still be started with the transmission in
park.




R = Reverse

Select only when the car is at a standstill,
with the locking catch pressed in. If
reverse is selected while the car is
moving forward, the rear wheels will lock
- this could cause damage to the drive
train.

N = Neutral

The engine is disconnected from the drive
train and can be started. Engage neutral
when stopped for lengthy periods (for
instance in traffic jams), particulary in hot
weather,

D = Drive (normal driving position)

This position should be selected for all
normal road conditions. The car moves off
in 1 st gear and automatically changes up
into 2 nd and 3 rd gears as soon as the
most favorable and economical point is
reached.

2 = Hill-climbing and engine braking
This position can be selected on moun-
tain roads or other lengthy up or down
grades, so that better use is made of
available engine power and engine brak-
ing effect.

Position 2 can be selected at any road
speed, If the speed is initially too high for
2nd gear to engage, it will come into
operation only after road speed has fallen
to about 70 mph or 112 kph. If the road
speed then rises again, the transmission
will not reengage 3rd gear, and excessive
engine speeds can result.

1 = Hill-climbing and engine braking
This position is normally reserved for road
and traffic conditions in which it is desira-
ble to hold 1 st gear; for instance on very
steep up or down grades.

Position 1 can also be selected at any
road speed. If the road speed is initially
too high for 1 st gear to engage, 2 nd gear
willengage when the road speed has
fallento approx. 10 mph or 112 kph. Then
1 st gear will engage after the road speed
has fallen to approx. 42 mph or 61 kph.
However, even if road speed then rises
the transmission will not change up again
into 2nd or 3rd gear, and so excessive
engine speeds can result.

Kick-down

To engage the kick-down, the accelerator
pedal can be pressed down beyond the
normal full-throttle position (increased
resistance will be felt).

In special circumstances, for example
when passing, the transmission will se-
lect the next lower gear (depending on
engine speed) providing for faster accele-
ration.

When the kick-down has been used, the
subsequent upward changes will occur at
a considerably higher road speed than
normal, close to the maximum permissible
engine speeds in each gear. This ensures
thatthe full available engine power can be
used when needed.

Automatic transmission 21

The handbrake operates on the rear
wheels, To brake or secure the vehicle,
gradually pull the lever up. Until the
desired level of braking is achieved. To
release the handbrake lever, pull it up
slightly, press in the button on the end and
push the lever down. When the handbrake
is applied, the red "Brake" warning lamp
in the instrument cluster will come on.
This also enables a check on correct
operation of the telltale lamp.

If the brake telltale lamp comes on during
vehicle operation, see instructions under
the "SAFETY" heading.

A useful hint: to apply the handbrake
without undue noise, press the button on
the lever in as the lever is pulled up.




